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Pictured above at the Junior-Senior High School ground
breaking ceremony, January 1993 are from left to right, Vernon
Heiman, John Kleis, Ernest Hoeldke and Charles Buesch.




h is year the Frontier Central school community will celebrate the District's 50th
year. With this in mind, the Frontier Central Alumni Association's Anniversary committee as
part of the anniversary celebration thought it a good idea to take a step into the past and
trace the school’s history during its first half century. As a member of the committiee and as
Hamburg Town Historian, | was elected to do the job.

Like most high school graduates, | have fond memories of graduation day. It was on
June 23, 1952 that | walked across the small stage at the old Blasdell High School to receive
ty diploma from board member, Henry Leyh and principal Charles Buesch. At the time, | cer-
tainly wasn't thinking and probably didn't care that as a member of that class; | was making
history as a graduate of the first senior class of the new Frontier school system.

Little did | know that B0 years later, 37 epent as a teacher at Frontier High School, |
would be sitting down to research my office files, to ask questions of many people, and to
search a fading memory in an attempt to chronicle the early history of the school. It should be
noted that this is simply “an attempt”, and is not meant to be a definitive study. However, my
hope is that the reader will find it both informative and somewhat enjoyable.

| must admit, most people think that history in general and the school’s history in
particular really has little relevance. However, whether you agree or not, historians believe that
what they do is important, that it has meaning. The recording of history, whether family gene-
alogy, the history of a town or the history of a school, has value for the lessons to be learned
from it.

The growth and progress of the Frontier School District in the last fifty years is truly
extraordinary, and so, as you turn the pages of this account, of its early history, my hope is
that it will give you a better understanding of how far we have come as a district, from the early
system with its 2500 youngsters and a few employees to the fourth largest public school
system in Erie County. | would also hope that the reading will give you some appreciation for
the contributions of the District’s early pioneers, people of vision, who took the steps to ensure
and shape the future of our school well into the 21st Century.

In the decade following World War 1l, the United States entered a period of unprec-
edented prosperity. It was a period when science and technology sent the economy spiraling
upward. Local companies like Bethlehem Steel and Ford Motor were able to offer America's
returning servicemen “full employment”. With the security of a good paying job, many of these
men in the post war years married early and had large families. The resulting growth in the
nation's population was spectacular. During the Depression years, the country’s population
increased by 9 million, in the 1940’s it rose by 19 million and throughout the 1950's by 26
million.

The many changes that transformed American life after the War placed a heavy burden
on the nation’s schools. The growth of population alone became the most serious problem for
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Districts, as they now had to return to the drawing board to find space for the post war “Baby
Boom”. Schools in Western New York were no exception.

The schools in the Town of Hamburg, many already under pressure with crowded facili-
ties, now looked to “centralization” as a way to alleviate the overcrowding. The State Educa-
tion Department had for some time encouraged the “Central School Plan”, promising increased
state aid, including aid for transportation and a 50% increase in building funds as an induce-
ment to local districts to centralize. With these added incentives, Town of Hamburg schools
soon joined the movement to “centralization”.

As early as June 1950, a proposal was made to establish a “Lake Shore” School Dis-
trict to include the Athol Springs, Lake View, Shaleton, Wanakah and Woodlawn schools, This
was followed in the spring of 1951 with a proposal to merge the Blasdell, Big Tree, West Seneca
No. b and part of the Lackawanna City District.

When the voters in West Seneca No. b rejected that plan, district superintendent An-
drew Beam was notified by the State Education Department that Blasdell and Big Tree would
now be placed in the proposed Lake Shore District. (Mr. Beam’s supervisory district included
Blasdell, Big Tree, Woodlawn, West Seneca and part of Cheektowaga).

The plan to consolidate the eight former school districte was now in place and a date
was set for late June 1951, to give district voters a chance to decide the fate of the proposal.
If approved, the new central school would include the following town school districts, Amsdell
No. 9, Athol Springs No. 10, Big Tree No. 7, Blasdell No. &, Lake View No. 12, Shaleton No. 4,
Wanakah No. 5 and Woodlawn No. 12.

As with most public plans of this magnitude, there was some opposition to the project.
Some residents in the Wanakah District, for example, were opposed because they had already
had plans on the drawing board for an expansion of their echool building. However, on June 28,
1951, the voters in the eight districts overwhelmingly approved the centralization plan by a vote
of1301to 685. It might be mentioned that neighboring Hamburg schools were also centralized
in 1951.

The first order of business for the new school district was to elect a school board.
Superintendent Beam announced that the State Education Department had given approval
for a meeting to be held on July 17, 1951 at the Athol Springs School to elect a nine member
board. The newly elected board included John Kleis of Big Tree, John Barber of Athol Springs, F,
Robert Greene of Lake View, Howard Durni of Shaleton, Henry Leyh of Blasdell, George Kennerdell
of Blasdell, Harold Mathis of Woodlawn and Homer Rowe of Amsdell. Kleis became President
and Greene Vice-President. It had been agreed beforehand that all districts would be repre-
sented on the board.

One of the board’s first jobs was to give the district a name. It will be recalled that the
Lake Shore name had already been taken by the former Angola School District. As a result,
the board decided to conduct a contest in cooperation with the Erie County Herald newspaper
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